
A PLAN FOR 
REAL CHANGE 

IN SASKATCHEWAN
2016 Platform



2

Platform at a Glance

A PLAN FOR REAL CHANGE IN SASKATCHEWAN

Message from Darrin Lamoureux, Leader of the Saskatchewan Liberal Party  ................ 3

Building a Strong and Diversified Economy   .......................................................................... 4
Investments in Infrastructure to get Goods and Resources to Market  •
Immigration is Key to Future Growth •
Simplify the Provincial Sales Tax •
First Nations & Métis Economic Development Fund •
Invest in the Future  •
Reinstate the Film Tax Credit •

Supporting Sustainable Communities   ................................................................................... 6
Poverty Reduction •
Affordable Housing Incentives •
Encourage Green Energy Entrepreneurship  •
First Nations & Métis Green Energy Partnerships •
Long Term Municipal Funding Plan •
A Cultural Approach to Inmate Rehabilitation •

Bringing Leadership to Health Care   ....................................................................................... 8
Opposition to Two-Tier Health Care  •
Equality in Health Care  •
Incentives for New Level 2 Senior Care •

Making Education Work for Everyone    ................................................................................. 10
Reduce Post-Secondary Debt  •
Increase Work Skills Training in Secondary Schools  •
Provide Stable Funding for K-12 Education •
Expand the Graduate Retention Program  •

More Open, Fair and Efficient Government   ........................................................................ 11
Limit Political Donations  •
Electoral Reform  •
Reduce the Size of Saskatchewan’s Legislature •
Government Transparency •

Our Candidates  ........................................................................................................................ 12



3Saskatchewan Liberal Party | 2016 Platform

Saskatchewan Liberals are ready with new ideas and a 
strong team to bring real leadership and real change to 
the Saskatchewan legislature on April 4th. 

If elected to government, the Saskatchewan Liberal Party 
promises to represent the interests of all citizens and to 
provide responsible government. As opposition, we will 
hold the Wall government accountable in the Legislature, 
something the NDP hasn’t done in the last eight years.

I am incredibly excited to have a strong and diverse 
team of candidates working hard to share our message 
in communities across the province and to give voters a 
real choice in this election.

This platform document outlines the values we stand 
for and our ideas to help Saskatchewan reach its full 
potential. In the Legislature, I will lead the fight on these 
and other important issues. Most importantly, I will listen 
to you, the voter, to ensure that all voices are heard.

REAL LEADERSHIP 
FOR SASKATCHEWAN

Darrin Lamoureux
Leader of the Saskatchewan Liberal Party

A PLAN FOR REAL CHANGE IN SASKATCHEWAN
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Investments in Infrastructure to get Goods 
and Resources to Market 

We will invest in infrastructure initiatives to get our 
Saskatchewan goods and resources to new and existing 
markets.

We will begin the consultation process with all 
stakeholders to:

Develop a pipeline system to run the entire province   •
from south to north, owned by the First Nations and 
Métis Federation. The infrastructure required will 
create jobs in Saskatchewan when they are needed 
most to keep our economy growing.

Promote partnerships with private industry to  •
construct additional refineries, resulting in thousands 
of new, full time, permanent jobs.

Connect the new refineries to the pipeline that will  •
cross through Manitoba to the Port of Churchill, 
which is now under First Nations ownership.

We will also partner with First Nations and Métis 
Federation to establish a northern Saskatchewan rail 
line to get our commodities to the Port of Churchill. This 
line will not only create thousands of jobs, but will also 
provide a new shipping route to get consumer products 
to our northern communities.

BuILDINg A STRONg AND 
DIvERSIFIED ECONOmy 

A PLAN FOR REAL CHANGE IN SASKATCHEWAN

Immigration is Key to Future Growth

We will phase out the temporary foreign workers 
program in Saskatchewan. Instead, we will encourage 
employers to either look at hiring Saskatchewan 
residents, or use an expanded provincial nominee 
program to fill employment vacancies.

The family referral category that was phased out in 2012 
by the current government will be re-instated. We will 
also increase the age limit to apply to 55, and allocate 
5% of our annual immigration towards parental re-
unification.

We understand the importance that family has on 
one’s individual prosperity and sense of belonging to 
the community, and we will promote an expanded 
family reunification category.   This category will allow 
permanent residents that qualify to sponsor their 
family members, and will ensure 40% of our annual 
immigration under the provincial nominee program will 
be comprised from this category.  

“We want to see deep family roots planted here in 
Saskatchewan. Families not only consist of children 
and spouses, but also brothers, sisters, cousins, 
aunts, and uncles.” - Darrin Lamoureux
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Simplify the Provincial Sales Tax 

We will simplify and modernize the Provincial Sales 
Tax by reducing the high number of exemptions to 
only the most basic and allow for input tax credits for 
businesses. this will ensure that tax is applied only when 
a final product or service is provided to the consumer. 

First Nations & Métis Economic 
Development Fund 

We will immediately create a First Nations & Métis 
economic development fund. This $3.5 million program 
will be used to support young entrepreneurs in 
developing business plans and assist with start-up costs 
associated with establishing a new business.

BuILDINg A STRONg AND DIvERSIFIED ECONOmy 

A PLAN FOR REAL CHANGE IN SASKATCHEWAN

Invest in the Future 

Once the public debt is fully eliminated, we will invest 
50% of all future non-renewable resource revenues into 
a new sovereign wealth fund. 

Reinstate the Film Tax Credit 

We will restore and enhance the film employment 
tax credit eliminated by the current government to 
start rebuilding the film industry in the province. The 
specifics of a reinstated tax credit will be determined 
through consultation with the film and video production 
industry.



6Saskatchewan Liberal Party | 2016 Platform

Poverty Reduction

Although Saskatchewan economy has grown and 
government revenue has increased 80% between 2007 
and 2014, this success has not been shared by a large 
segment of our population. 

The lack of sufficient wage increases in our province 
under this current government have driven many 
people into poverty. Previous governments did no 
better, keeping Saskatchewan’s minimum wage 
consistently below most other jurisdictions in Canada.

We will raise the basic personal income tax exemption 
to a level equivalent to a full-time minimum wage job. 
This will result in all Saskatchewan residents paying 
income tax only on earnings that exceed this new basic 
personal amount, effective January 1, 2017.

We will also raise the provincial minimum wage to 
$11.75 per hour, effective July 1, 2016, then to $13.00 
per hour on July 1, 2017. 

A Working Tax Credit will also be introduced for those 
individuals whose income does not exceed the basic 
personal amount. This credit will refund the federal 
income tax collected on earned income up to the new 
Saskatchewan basic personal amount. 

SuPPORTINg SuSTAINABLE 
COmmuNITIES  

A PLAN FOR REAL CHANGE IN SASKATCHEWAN

“With the implementation of these provincial tax 
savings, working individuals will be able to retain 
more of their actual earnings.  Individuals and 
families alike will have a new level of disposable 
income that they can use to improve and 
enhance their current lifestyle, and contribute to 
Saskatchewan’s economy.” - Darrin Lamoureux

Affordable Housing Incentives

We will introduce a tax incentive system to create safe, 
affordable, and quality rental units. 

A Cultural Approach to Inmate 
Rehabilitation 

We will allow inmates with four years or less remaining 
in their sentences to be transferred to newly 
constructed healing centres that will be built in First 
Nations communities. 

This measure will allow offenders the ability to re-
attach with their culture under the guidance of elders 
within the community, strengthening the rehabilitation 
process.
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Encourage Green Energy Entrepreneurship  

Saskatchewan has the highest per capita green house 
gas emissions in Canada, at a time when our province 
faces replacing large amounts of power generation in 
the near future. Shifting to renewable energy systems 
offers us a way to tap into our vast supply of sustainable 
resources and reduce our environmental impact while 
creating a long-term, secure energy supply. 

We will mandate SaskPower to purchase locally-
produced, renewable energy at a fair market rate, 
and provide low interest loan guarantees for small 
businesses and farms to build wind or solar generation 
facilities on their property.

We will offer an income tax rebate to homeowners 
covering up to 25% of the cost of installing solar or 
wind generation facilities, along with suitable electrical 
storage devices, over the span of two years (12.5% the 
first year and 12.5% the second year) 

SuPPORTINg SuSTAINABLE COmmuNITIES 

A PLAN FOR REAL CHANGE IN SASKATCHEWAN

First Nations & Métis Green Energy 
Partnerships  

We will enter into consultations with First Nations 
and Métis Federation to encourage communities on 
sovereign land to become energy self-sufficient through 
solar and wind generation and allow them to sell excess 
renewable power into the provincial grid.

This new resource revenue stream can provide First 
Nations governments an opportunity to improve their 
quality of life and create skilled jobs for individuals in 
their communities. 

Long Term Municipal Funding Plan 

We will establish a consistent long term funding plan 
with municipalities so that communities can properly 
plan for growth. 
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Opposition to Two-Tier Health Care 

We oppose the creation of a two-tier health system 
that will be created by the current government’s plan to 
allow private fee-for-service MRI clinics to operate.  

The Saskatchewan Medical Association has called the 
plan a “hasty policy” with no clear evidence that it would 
lead to faster treatment. We will increase MRI capacity 
in the public system to ensure that timely diagnoses are 
available for everyone. 

BRINgINg LEADERSHIP TO 
HEALTH CARE 

A PLAN FOR REAL CHANGE IN SASKATCHEWAN

Equality in Health Care 

We recognize that there are social and economic 
determinants of health that particularly impact the 
most disadvantaged in our province. This places an 
increased cost on Saskatchewan’s health care system 
as the government continues to be reactive, rather than 
preventative, when it comes to developing health care 
solutions.
 
We are committed to adopting the 2015 Saskatchewan 
Advisory Group on Poverty Reduction recommendations to:
 

Prioritize disease prevention and health promotion  •
to reduce physical and mental health conditions 
associated with poverty.  

Target health promotion and disease prevention  •
efforts in communities with high rates of poverty 
through health education and supports that enable 
healthy living.  

Commit resources to community-oriented health  •
models, including those delivered by community-
based organizations that address local needs. 
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We will also:

Review the broad scale implementation of the lean  •
system in health care 

Undertake initiatives to reduce emergency room wait  •
times

Strengthen health region leadership and hold CEOs  •
accountable for results 

Monitor and assess regional authority performance  •
through measures such as length of stay in acute 
care hospitals

Seek to improve individual patient/resident case  •
management

Support in-hospital and community/home based  •
palliative care services by increasing funding and 
providing appropriate training opportunities for 
professionals

Consult with health care professionals to implement  •
practical solutions to restore confidence that quality 
health services will be there when people need it 

BRINgINg LEADERSHIP TO HEALTH CARE  

A PLAN FOR REAL CHANGE IN SASKATCHEWAN

Incentives for New Level 2 Senior Care

We will support incentives, such as mortgage financing 
and subsidies for low income seniors, to private 
companies who incorporate a minimum of 25% of 
available units to level 2 care in their design. 

These firms will be responsible for the construction and 
management of these homes, and will be required to 
provide the following services and amenities in their 
builds:

minimum 50 suites per development •

suites to be between 350 and 400 square feet with  •
emergency room monitoring

fit centre and multi-purpose room accessible to  •
tenants

dining room with on-site nutritionist to provide meal  •
planning and ensure dietary needs are met

24-hour RN nursing station to be provided by the  •
Saskatchewan government and health region

minimum 1 private caregiver per 8 suites on peak  •
hours (6:00 am – 10:00 p.m.)

minimum 1 private caregiver per 12 suites on non  •
peak hours (10:00 p.m. – 6:00 a.m.)

mobile doctor available for on-site care •

affiliation with regional health authorities to ensure  •
proper maintenance and standards of care are 
followed 

first preference to care homes constructed within  •
close proximity to a hospital

“Incorporating preventative health care into the 
design of these facilities will result in reduced 
prescription costs, hospital visits, and improved 
social welfare of residents.” - Darrin Lamoureux
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Reduce Post-Secondary Debt 

The Saskatchewan Liberal Party recognizes that 
educating our citizens at all levels is one of the key 
responsibilities of any government. That is why we will:

stabilize provincial funding for universities to help  •
alleviate rising tuition rates 

reduce the rate of interest for government student  •
loans to the lowest rate of borrowing available to the 
Government of Saskatchewan

de-link a student’s family income, as well as all  •
employment income and assets from Saskatchewan 
student loan qualifications.

Increase Work Skills Training in Secondary 
Schools 

We will engage with industry leaders and trade 
associations to identify key knowledge and skills that 
are currently missing from the curriculum, and expand 
it to include practical education to prepare students for 
entry into specific fields.

mAKINg EDuCATION WORK 
FOR EvERyONE 

A PLAN FOR REAL CHANGE IN SASKATCHEWAN

Provide Stable Funding for K-12 Education

We will ensure that per-student funding to school 
districts reflects current year enrolment numbers.

We will also provide schools and teachers with access to 
discretionary funds to cover individual classroom needs.

Expand the Graduate Retention Program 

We will expand the Graduate Retention Program to 
include students who complete Graduate (Masters and 
PhD) programs. 
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Limit Political Donations 

We will limit political party contributions to a maximum 
of $3000 per year for individuals, corporations, and 
labour unions. 

Reduce the Size of Saskatchewan’s 
Legislature

Saskatchewan has the largest legislature relative to 
population in Western Canada. As Liberals, we believe 
that effective representation is not dependent on having 
a bloated legislature. 

We will reduce the Legislature to 48 members based 
on an average constituency size of 25,000 constituents, 
while taking into account current geographical 
considerations. 

mORE OPEN, FAIR AND 
EFFICIENT gOvERNmENT  

A PLAN FOR REAL CHANGE IN SASKATCHEWAN

Electoral Reform 

We will conduct broad consultations to consider 
alternatives to the current “first-past-the-post” voting 
system. 

Government Transparency

We will review all current government procurement 
procedures (including land purchases) to ensure that 
they are fair, transparent, and in the best interest of 
taxpayers.
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OuR CANDIDATES

A PLAN FOR REAL CHANGE IN SASKATCHEWAN

Arm River  .........................................................Russ Collicott
Athabasca  ...............................................Michael Wolverine
Batoche  .......................................................Graham Tweten
Biggar-Sask Valley  ........................................... Faiza Kanwal
Cannington  ................................................... Patrick Dennie
Canora-Pelly  ..........................................................Kyle Budz
Carrot River Valley  ............. Karalasingham Sadadcharam
Cumberland  ....................................................George Morin
Cut Knife-Turtleford  .........................................Rod Gopher
Cypress Hills  ...................................................... Charles Tait
Estevan  .....................................................Oscar Karkabatov
Humboldt-Watrous  ........................................ Robert Tutka
Indian Head-Milestone ................................David Delainey
Kelvington-Wadena  .................................Bernie Yuzdepski
Kindersley  .....................................................Darren Donald
Last Mountain-Touchwood  ....................... David Buchocik
Lloydminster  .........................................Dolores Pahtayken
Lumsden-Morse  .............................................Gerry Hiebert
Martensville-Warman  ...............................Michael McAteer
Meadow Lake  ............................................Eric McCrimmon
Melfort  ....................................................................Bruce Ber
Melville-Saltcoats  ........................................... Igor Riabchyk
Moose Jaw North  ...................................... Brenda Colenutt
Moose Jaw Wakamow  .......................................Terry Gabel
Moosomin  ....................................................... Janice Palmer
Prince Albert Carlton  ..................................Winston McKay
Prince Albert Northcote  ............................ Jonathan Fraser
Regina Coronation Park  .......................................Tara Jijian
Regina Douglas Park  .................................. Curt Schroeder
Regina Elphinstone-Centre  ............................ Patrick Denis
Regina Gardiner Park  .................................... Jesse Albanez

Regina Northeast  ................................... Hafeez Chaudhuri
Regina Pasqua  ........................................Darrin Lamoureux
Regina Rochdale  ...........................................Nadeem Islam
Regina Rosemont  .....................................................Reid Hill
Regina University  ...........................................Silvia Volodko
Regina Walsh Acres  ........................................Reina Sinclair
Regina Wascana Plains  ...................................Gulraiz Tariq
Regina Lakeview ............................................... Stewart Kerr
Rosetown-Elrose  ........................................ Adrian Janssens
Rosthern-Shellbrook  .................................. Orrin Greyeyes
Saskatchewan Rivers  ...............................Brenda McKnight
Saskatoon Centre  ..........................................Roman Todos
Saskatoon Churchill-Wildwood  ......................Chris Chovin
Saskatoon Eastview  ............................................Ana Ashraf
Saskatoon Fairview  ............................................. Shah Rukh
Saskatoon Meewasin  .............................Constance Sacher
Saskatoon Northwest  ........................................ Eric Steiner
Saskatoon Nutana  .................................... Robin Schneider
Saskatoon Riversdale  ..............................Robert Rudachyk
Saskatoon Silverspring-Sutherland  ................James Gorin
Saskatoon Southeast  ..................................... Pradipta Das
Saskatoon Stonebridge-Dakota  .......................... Kevin Ber
Saskatoon University  ........................................Ezaz Jaseem
Saskatoon Westview  ................................... Naveed Anwar
Saskatoon Willowgrove  .....................................Jason Gorin
Swift Current  .................................................... Glenn Smith
The Battlefords  ............................................Dexter Gopher
Weyburn-Big Muddy  .......................................... Dylan Hart
Wood River  ........................................................Edward Ives
Yorkton  ....................................................... Aaron C. Sinclair
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